STATE OF ILLINOIS )
SS

p—_

COUNTY OF WILL )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2020-08

THIS ORDER IS EFFECTIVE FROM MARCH 18, 2020 through APRIL 30, 2020.

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in deaths and illness to thousands of individuals
around the world prompting Federal and State Declarations of Emergency;

WHEREAS, the health and safety of the public, Court employees and all others doing business in the
judicial facilities in the Twelfth Judicial Circuit is of paramount importance to the Court;

WHEREAS, all health and safety requirements must be carefully tailored to respect the
Constitutional rights and responsibilities of litigants and those impacted by litigation;

WHEREAS, the Court must employ all reasonable measures to reduce the need for large gatherings
in order to protect the public, Court employees and those doing business in the Court facilities in the
Twelfth Judicial Circuit;

WHEREAS, the Chief Judge has administrative authority to enter Orders setting forth the docket
and schedules of cases pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 21;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all cases within the Twelfth judicial Circuit are hereby subject to
the terms of this Order as provided herein:

1. With the exception of Branch Courts, all court facilities will be open during normal business
hours.

2. Bail hearings, arraignments and motions to review bond will be conducted as per current practice
unless otherwise directed by the Presiding Judge of the Felony Division.

3. Each party litigant shall receive an amended notice in the mail, or email where appropriate, upon
the rescheduling of their case(s). Litigants are encouraged to ensure that the Clerk of the Circuit
Court has their latest address on file. The Circuit Clerk’s website will be updated to reflect these
changes.




4. CRIMINAL DIVISION

A

All Traffic, including Branch Courts (TR), Conservation Violation (CV), Civil Law (CL)
and Ordinance Violation (OV) cases are continued to a date to be set by the Court and
notice will be sent by the Clerk of the Circuit Court to the last known address of each
defendant. Titigants are also encouraged to check on-line with the Clerk of the Circuit
Court for rescheduled dates. Statutory Summary Suspension hearings will remain as set.
All Felony (CF) and Misdemeanor (CM) matters shall be heard at the direction of the
presiding judges in those divisions.

Plea agreements for any cases set forth in Section A above, will be scheduled upon request.
Jury trials will be held for any cases whete the requirements for a defendant’s right to a
speedy trial so require.

5. JUVENILE DIVISION

A,

B.

Juvenile Abuse and Neglect (JA) cases where the State seeks protective custody and
cases where children are allegedly abused in foster care will continue as normal.
Juvenile Delinquency (JD) cases will continue as normal including detention hearings
and derands for trial.

6. CIVIL and FAMILY DIVISIONS including Dissolution (D), Family (F), Law (1), Chancery (CH),
Miscellaneous Remedies (MR), Small Claims (SC) and other civil cases not specified elsewhere
in this Order.

A

B.
C.

Matters determined by the Court to be of an emergency nature will be heard in-person, by
telephone conference or by videoconference if possible.

Discovery in civil cases will continue as scheduled.

All cases (including motions and pleadings) may continue to be filed pursuant to Supreme
Court Rule. All parties are encouraged to file documents with the Clerk electronically.
All other civil matters shall be postponed and rescheduled unless the judge presiding in
the case wishes to conduct such hearings by telephone or video. The Court will advise the
attorneys/litigants should this option be required.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will notify all parties and counsel of the rescheduling of
their case.

All cases scheduled for jury trial will be continued until after the expiration of this
administrative order. The Clerk of the Circuit Court will send notice to the parties.

7. MENTAIL HEALTH (MH) cases will continue as scheduled.

8. PROTECTIVE ORDERS (OP), all emergency and plenary Orders of Protection will continue as
scheduled,

9. MANDATORY ARBITRATION (AR) cases and cases set for any form of mediation, including
foreclosure mediation, will be rescheduled. Notice will be sent of the rescheduled date to the
parties’ last known address, or email address.




10.E-FILING: All parties are encouraged to file all pleadings electronically through the Office of
Circuit Clerk.

11. WEDDINGS: Weddings will continue as per normal practice. However, each couple will only
be allowed one witness/family member to attend. Weddings will be limited to the first floor of

the Courthouse.

12.JURORS: Every effort is being made to limit the use of jurors during the duration of this
administrative order. Jurors who have been summoned during the term of this administrative
order are asked to contact the jury commission or check the website to determine if they are
needed.
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